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january-february calendar

janl8 Martin Luther King Day - NO School

~ - ’ 20 PTA General Meeting 8:30am (SM)
a I l e &v Cultural Arts Assembly 9:30am
Family Skating Night 5:30-7:30pm
~ Valentine’'s Day Teacher Tributes
)2 e a I . President’s Day School Closed
2 PTA General Meeting 7:30pm (SM)

welcene back! ey

Presidents Full Sessions K-5
Column

Library News First Bell 8:05am
Principals Message 8:10am-2:40pm

Contact Info 4-hr Sessions

Fundraising 8:10am-12:10pm

Administration

SOMEF Grants

Parenting Center First Bell 7:55am
Community Flyer 8:00am-2:30pm

Advertisements 4-hr Sessions

Programming 8:00am-12:00noon
Advertising Info

(5)
(6]
(8]

A Night of the

SAVE our PLANET Superstars
Family SKaging
Night e

Valentine’s Day
Teacher and Staff
Valentine Tributes

Contact: Kim Miller
by email at:
kdmills@optonline.net

| box tops: |

Please keep bringing in those Box Tops!
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welcome back

presidents celunn

Sylvia Cutler & Laura Reichgut, PTA Co-Presidents

Welcome back and Happy 2010! It’s hard to believe we’re starting a new
decade and we welcome all the changes the New Year will bring. We certainly
started it off cold and snowy and we anticipate a lot more winter weather
over the next few months. With all the ice and snow we ask all parents to

be patient when dropping off and picking up your children from school.
Please give yourself extra time during inclement weather to ensure that

our superstars remain safe. Also, please be cautious and courteous to other
drivers when parking your vehicles and do not block driveways or park in
reserved spots.

The South Mountain PTA Cultural Arts committee is thrilled to have

Ms. Kitty Jones again for two shows on January 26th. “Kit’s Interactive
Theatre” is a wonderful one woman historical presentation with a creative
and amusing depiction of life during historical times. Kindergarteners
through 2nd grade will learn about the pioneers and our expansion out West,
and grades 3-5 will experience the journey of the Immigrants to our country.
Kit truly entertains and educates the children about history in a lively, funny,
and unique style. We would like to acknowledge and extend a gracious thank
you to Russell Kaplan for spearheading our cultural arts program this year.
We appreciate all the time and effort he has spent with Tina Lehn to ensure
that we have enriching assemblies for our students enjoy.

We hope you don’t miss our South Mountain “Night of the Superstars” family
skating party at the Florham Park Roller Rink on Thursday, January 28th from
5:30 to 7:30pm. Make sure to have your superstar wear school apparel and
colors and come ready to enjoy some fun, games of course lots of skating!
Admission is free and skate rental is nominal, or you’re welcome to bring your
own skates or blades. The snack bar will be open for refreshments and light
fare. We look forward to seeing all of you for an evening of great fun!

Our next General PTA meeting will be on Wednesday, January 20th at 8:30am
at South Mountain in the cafeteria. The second meeting of the Midtown Direct
series will present a discussion on *How to Communicate with your Child’s
Teacher” and will be facilitated by Lynne Toye. Please join us as we discuss
ways to establish strong relationships with your child’s teacher. Come share

a cup of coffee and conversation with other parents seeking support and
guidance regarding our children’s education.

As Valentine’s Day is just around the corner, in February we will again offer
our “Teacher and Staff Valentine Tribute” wishes. |t’s a wonderful and
very easy way to acknowledge your child’s teacher(s) and other staff

at South Mountain that make their school special for them. Our PTA board
collects the wishes and sends them with treats that will arrive on your
teacher’s desk on sweetheart’s day. Make sure to look for the flier in your
child’s backpack shortly and return it promptly, as the cut-off for including
your tributes will be February 8th!

Lastly, we always welcome help during our lunch recess program. Even if you
can pop in only occasionally, we always need an additional hand, so please
don’t hesitate to just show up and sign in anytime during lunch hours. We
appreciate any time you can spare and the children look forward to parents
volunteering to make their recess enriching and much more enjoyable.

We hope you stay warm during these chilly days and
thank you for your continued support in the New Year!

Aulvia amd, Lawras

SixFlags

The Six Flags Read to Succeed
program is back...

The Six Flags Read to Succeed program
began in January. Students who read
recreationally for 6 hours during the
program, and return a signed reading
log by the announced deadline, will
receive a free child’s ticket to Six Flags.
All forms must be in by February 12,
2010 - LATE FORMS WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED.Students cannot earn
additional tickets by reading more
than 6 hours. Students should return
their form as soon as they have
reached their six hours of reading, and
not wait until the form deadline to
submit the paperwork. Thank you. Last
year, we had more than 110 students
earn a free ticket to Six Flags. &
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how can i help my child...
principal’s message

Tina Lehn, Principal

I would like to wish all our South Mountain families a very happy New
Year. | hope that 2010 will be a year of growing and learning for all our
children. | have noticed that with the New Year, almost all of the
children are on time for school in the morning. We have significantly
less stragglers coming in after the morning bell. Thank you to all of you
who are nudging, nagging or encouraging your children to be on time.

Now that the cold weather looks like it is here to stay, | want to
remind you of the morning routines. If the wind chill factor (not the
temperature) is 21 degrees or below, the children will be brought in to
the buildings. In the annex, the children will line up with their class in
their assigned place in the cafeteria and their teacher will pick them
up from there. In the Big School, the kindergarteners and first graders
line up in the hall outside the main office and the library, and the
2nd-5th graders go to their assigned places in the auditorium. The
teachers meet them there at 8:10 and bring them to their classroom.

A sign will be placed on the back and front door to inform the
children whether it is an inside or an outside day. If your child usually
goes around back to enter, on frigid days, please have them first
check if it is indoor morning and if so, have them enter through the
front of the building.

There have been many days lately when the children had to be
indoors for recess. Our PTA has been working hard on organizing recess
activities for the children and | am so grateful for all their hard work.
The children are enjoying these additional activities. | will try to get
the children out for some fresh air and exercise as much as possible
during recess, but once the wind chill drops to 21 degrees, or there

is precipitation, oritis icy, the children will be indoors.

There has been a persistent rumor that we have an infestation of lice
and nits in South Mountain. | have been following this closely with our
school nurses and | would like to reassure you that while there have
been some cases reported to our nurses, and they have found some
incidents, there have been no more incidents than any other year.

It is really important, however, that you let the school nurse know

if your children have lice or nits. They are very contagious and need

to be treated immediately. The Parenting Center is sponsoring an
informational evening on the detection and care of lice on February 11
in Clinton School. More information will be sent to all district families.

Our teachers welcome questions you may have concerning your
child’s well being in school. Please reach out to them if you have any
questions about organization, homework, learning issues, or social
emotional problems. Your child’s teacher should be the first person
you reach out to.

As | visit classrooms, | am so impressed with the quality of writing
| see the children doing. They are learning about different genres
and are writing significant pieces in these genres. There is a level of

engagement and excitement as the children grow in stamina as writers.
—_

South liountain PTA Executive Board

Sylvia Cutler (973) 378-8286
sylcutler@aol.com
Laura Reichgut

feissgut@yahoo.com

(973) 763-6905

Amy Forman (973) 763-5669
amygarysamlily@aol.com

Julie Saydah (973) 327-4482
juliesaydah@gmail.com

(973) 378-9160
hsteitelbaum®@optonline.net
Marilyn Wright (973) 761-7404
mm.wright@mindspring.com

Shana Teitelbaum

Patricia Canning (973) 327-4515
patmatcan@yahoo.com
Marietta Zacker (973) 327-4715

mbzacker@yahoo.com

Debbie Granados (973) 761-5357
4granados@optonline.net

Letitia Campbell (973) 763-8014
letitia.campbell@yahoo.com

Jen Stemmermann (973) 327-4149
jenstemmermann@yahoo.com

Renee Leviton

principal’s message (continued)

Ask your child about what he/she is
working on in writing workshop; what
did they learn today from their teacher
during the mini lesson; what are they
working on during their independent
writing time. | have seen the children
working on Narrative writing, Small
Moments, How To books, Non-fiction,
Poetry, and Fiction. We have many
budding authors at South Mountain, but
most importantly, | see an enthusiasm
and willingness to write that is a
wonderful thing to witness.

Tona
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many thanks!

fundraising

Shana Teitelbaum & llarilyn Wright, Fundraising VP Co-Chairs

Hello Superstars and Happy New Year! December was a busy month. We
hope everyone enjoyed the break and is ready for 2010. Picture
Re-Takes went well. Many thanks to Priscilla Goldman, Janet Christmann
and Jen Ratner for chairing this entire event. The Holiday Bazaar portion
of the World Winter Festival was well attended and considered a
successful event.

We have continued to collect monies from the Walk-a=-thon. To date we
are at a 79% collection rate for a total of $9335. Many thanks to the
South Mountain community for their support. For supporters who have yet
to submit their pledges please make checks payable to South Mountain
PTA. Continue to send in your Box Tops!! The school has received $631.74
for Box Tops submitted for the time period of September to December.
Also, look for us at the January Roller Skating event. We’ll be selling
apparel and school spirit items and we hope to see you there.

Thank you.

CONGRATULATIONS SOUTH MOUNTAIN TEACHERS!

The South Orange-Maplewood Education Foundation (SOMEF) is pleased to
announce that seven teacher grants have been awarded to South Mountain
staff members. SOMEF’s teacher grant program offers educators in all nine
district schools the opportunity to apply for funding for their innovative
classroom projects. SOMEF grants make it possible to expand student’s
learning using materials, equipment and creative strategies that exceed what
can be accommodated within the constraints of the current school budget.
In all, SOMEF awarded 53 teacher grants totaling $43,303.

SOMEF was faced with difficult funding choices in order to reach as many
students as possible. Some projects were approved but did not receive the
entire amount of funding that was requested, including the grants below
marked with stars. Please consider making a donation to the grant of your
choice, so that our teachers’ innovative programs can be fully implemented.
€ach grant accepts partial funding, so even a small donation can make a
difference in our South Mountain classrooms!

You can donate directly to these projects through January 31, 2010.

A list of the projects eligible for direct funding is on the SOMEF Web site at:
http://www.somef.org/what/direct_grant_funding2010.html

You can contribute toward South Mountain teacher grants or another grant
of your choice either by check to PO Box 84, Maplewood, NJ 07040 or via PayPal
on the website. Late funding donations can be accepted through January 31st.

And a word Irom tlfl Corresponding Secretary...

See a newspaper article about a South lountain child
or program? Bring it in to the office at either school
and we 1l display it in our “In the News” section of
the bulletin board.

Thanks !

Jen Stemmermann

adnini’stratien

happy new year!
Amy Forman & Julie Saydah,
Administration VP Co-Chairs

The indoor recess program began
January 4. Thank you so much to each
and every volunteer, your commitment
is truly appreciated and makes such a
difference to all the students during the
cold winter months. With your support
we now have enough volunteers most
weeks for almost every classroom
although there are still some days we
could use extra help. If you have an
hour to spare or are interested in being
a substitute to be contacted in case
someone can't make their assigned
shift, please contact Amy at
amygarysamlily@aol.com.

We also want to especially thank the
coordinators who have put an incredible
amount of time into organizing
everything from the schedules to
supplies...Randi Mandelbaum, Leslie
Rubenfeld, Robin Stephan, Wendy Miller
and Maria Witt...we are so very grateful

for all your work!

And finally, we have a directory update.
Congratulations to Alexis and Ariella
Gubbay (in Ms. Buonocore’s class)

on their new home! Please note their
new address is 48 Headley Place

in Maplewood, their phone number
remains the same.

We hope 2010 brings all you wish for!

dimay & Julie
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the parenting center

a werkshep en head lice

information and choices for treatment.

The Parenting Center cordially invites the community to:

“We Ought To Have Our Heads Examined!”
A Workshop on Head Lice Information and Choices for Treatment

February 11, 2010

6:30-8:00pm

Clinton Elementary School Cafeteria
27 Berkshire Road

Maplewood, New Jersey 07040

LICE MYTH#1: Lice do not fly or jump, they can only crawl.
A Message from Judy LoBianco, Supervisor of Nursing Services

| am pleased to support the Parenting Center in its effort to discuss
head lice on February 11, 2010 in order to dispel the myths and present
the facts when it comes to lice. The evening will be facilitated by
District School Nurse Julie Porter, RN.

During the opening months of school, it is characteristic of many
elementary classrooms across the district to experience episodes

of Pediculosis, also known as your friendly neighborhood “head lice”.

It is a very natural part of childhood social activity for kids to play, hug
and touch each other in such a way that encourages the spread of lice.

Although the beginning of school is a very active time in the nurse’s
office for lice, it can spread at any time of year. The prevention,
treatment and spread of lice are topics that may cause extreme
emotional and anxiety. The Department of Nursing Services has a
protocol in place to combat lice and prevent its spread throughout our
classrooms and schools. However, we acknowledge that much of our
success depends on the cooperation we receive from the parent

community to assist us in making sure that nits are found and removed.

In my discussions with several parents of elementary-aged students
over the years, | can tell you that the decisions for treatment are
completely individual and based on a parent’s experience with lice
with one or more of their children. The first time your child is diagnosed
with head lice, it’s an extremely upsetting situation. On the bright side,
| have heard parents tell me that it allowed for them to bond with their
children at times when they were sitting with their kids picking nits

for long stretches of time. | certainly acknowledge, however, that we’d
all prefer to bond with our children another way!

The school nurses are the first line of defense in our school district
when it comes to the fight against head lice and | feel it’s important
to let parents know the systematic approach we take to getting ahead
of the problem before it spreads. To that end, the following is the
procedure that is used by the district. | am sure that you will see that
it demonstrates our commitment to not only preventing the spread

of lice, but minimizing the disruption of instruction for all students.

DISTRICT PEDICULOSIS PROTOCOL

Head Lice (pediculosis capitus) are small parasitic
insects that live on the scalp and neck hairs of their
human hosts. Physically, they have remained
unchanged for 2000 years. Lice are not a serious
health threat because they do not cause illness.
Complications related to infestation are rare; pruritis
(itching) is the most common problem. It is critical

in the prevention and control of pediculosis that the
school and parent community work together.

In making recommendations for treatment, the school
nurse is the most knowledgeable professional in the
school community regarding pediculosis management.
The parent/guardian will be educated as to the
appropriate health information for treatment and
prevention of pediculosis. A parent education program
isin place at each elementary school in the South
Orange-Maplewood School District as a means by
which to prevent the spread of pediculosis. Classroom
teachers will also be given information at the
beginning of each school year.

Identification of Pediculosis

A child shall be determined to have head lice if the
school nurse who examines him/her sees an active
case of head lice. The parent/guardian will be notified
to pick up the student from school and be given a fact
sheet on head lice. The parent/guardian will also be
asked to contact their pediatrician for prescribed
treatment. When an active case of head lice is
discovered at the elementary schools, the entire

class will be screened by the school nurse. The school
district nursing staff will communicate with each
otherin regard to siblings of the infected child. Middle
and high school students will be screened on a case

by case basis.

Identification of Nits

Nits are the eggs of the parasitic insects known as
lice. In a study performed by the American Academy
of Pediatrics (2000), it was found that children who
had more than 5 nits within 1 cm or _inch of the scalp
were more likely to develop an infestation. Therefore,
the school nurse will not send home a child that has

a mild case of nit infestation as determined by the
school nurse. The presence of nits does not indicate
active infestation.

The school district of South Orange-Maplewood agrees
with the American Academy of Pediatrics as well as
the National Association of School Nurses in their
belief that a nit-free policy disrupts the education
process and should not be an essential strategy in

the management of pediculosis.

Parental Notification

When a child is discovered with a case of active head
lice, letters will be sent to parents for that classroom
only, informing them of the infestation along with
recommendations. Siblings will also be screened and
parents are encouraged to communicate with the
parents/guardians of other children who have come
in contact with their child. This includes friends, play
dates and after school programs.

Returning to School

After treatment is administered and confirmed by the
school nurse, the student must report to the school
nurse’s office accompanied by their parent/guardian.
The child’s hair will be re-checked at that time prior
to the return to the classroom. The student must be
completely free of visible lice to be re-admitted into
school.
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community flyer

get yeur digital wackpack

visit the website to see more information.

All flyers containing detailed information on the topics below can be
found on the district website:

www.somsd.k1l2.nj.us or www.southorangemaplewood.org

Click on Community Digital Backpack

January 2010

Columbia High School
Midnight Madness/Project Graduation 2010 Raffle Fundraiser

Maplewood Department of Recreation & Cultural Affairs
January 2010 Programs

Maplewood Memorial Library

Children’s Programs - January 2010

Donate Blood Drive

Evening of Inspiration and Extraordinary Conversation for Moms!
Mealtime & Bedtime: Stop the Insanity!

Teen Winter Programs 2010

South Orange Civic Organization
Martin Luther King Celebration

South Orange Department of Recreation & Cultural Affairs

Cabaret at The Baird

Penny Pretzel Playhouse/Tucker Tales Puppet Theatre - The Bookaneers
Reaching Out/Reaching In

Recreation & Fitness, January 2010

South Orange Maplewood Baseball

Winter Arts Classes: For the Whole Family At The Baird

South Orange-Maplewood Adult School
2010 for Families

ESL and GED Registration

SAT Prep Clarion Review Course

South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Celebration in South Orange

South Orange Performing Arts Center
Brady Rymer & the Little Band that Could/Spring 2010 ArtWorks

South Mountain YMCA
Branch-wide Open House
Camp Open House

Get Certified to Babysit!
Vacation Camp at the YMCA
Winter Programs

Welcome
Emily Elizabeth F .

December 27th i Lk)
9:58am %

St. Georges Episcopal Church
6 Ibs., 15 oz, 19

Starfish

Congratulations!
Mrs. Christine Elizabeth Paul
Kindergarten Teacher

South Mountain Annex Elementary

Troop 5
January Theme:
Pioneering (Knots & Lashings)

what 1s inclusien?

One of the goals of the South Orange-
Maplewood School District’s Special Education
Department is to better prepare students with
disabilities for life experiences by including
them with their peers in the classroom. With
that goal in mind, this school year, the district
established at least one inclusion class in
every grade level at each elementary school.
€ach inclusion class has a regular education
teacher and a special education inclusion
specialist.

A recent article in the Clinton Courier, Clinton’s
Elementary School’s PTA newsletter, featured
inclusion specialist Mr. Joe Ferriero. He has
partnered with Miss Antonia Kent in her third
grade class. Mr. Ferriero described his job as
“making sure that all of the different learners
[students with varied academic needs and
learning styles] in Miss Kent’s class are getting
exactly what they need.”

He explained that “in an inclusion class, two
teachers get to enhance the learning of all of
the students.” Mr. Ferriero further explained
that a child who struggles with one topic can
receive individual attention from the inclusion
teacher. “This is the true definition of ‘no child
left behind,’” he added.

Ms. Ella Rideau, Supervisor of Special Services
explained the benefits of the way in which the
district has structured its inclusion classes.
“Students with special education needs have
always been in regular education classes, but
not always with the support of a special
education teacher in the room. This year’s
inclusion initiative creates a more supportive
environment for students with special needs,
all day, every day.”

Over a period of four days this past summer,
the Special Education Department sponsored
workshops for regular and special education
teachers to help them develop the best way to
work together so more special education
students can be included in regular classrooms
in the fall.

In addition to the summer workshops, inclusion
pairs from each building and from each school
recently attended a math workshop sponsored
by the Math Association. The teachers learned
about teaching math in a setting that includes
special education students.

Dr. Patricia Barker, Director of Special
Services, explained the inclusion initiative
has received financial support from the
government through stimulus and IDEA funds.
One portion of the funding is being used for
technology in the classroom while another
portion is dedicated to teacher training.
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201.259.8426

remember the days'n you could buy a new TV,
plug it into the wall and

chatham S —
brick | ——

asbury park

...immediately start watching? Those days are long gone. Introducing pure AVS intelligence
for universal remotes, audio/video system upgrades & iPod integration.

PuUre cCcF~Pul

1.486.5899

ENDLESS
POSSIBILITIES
WITH ART

25B COMMERCE STREET
CHATHAM, NJ 07928

BY APPOINTMENT

PIANO for YOU

Rewarding and fun for children
and adults interested in

classical and
popular music.

i\

Beginning, intermediate and advanced.

25 years experience.

Call Wendy Goldstein.
973-762-6601
wendy3637@aol.com
Manhattan School of Music Alumni

Katherine Foley
Independent Sales Representative
eRepresentative

333 Tillou Road

South Orange, NJ 07079

Tel: 973.761.7144

Cel: 973.906.6284
tkfoley4@optonline.net
www.youravon.com/KatherineFoley
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happy 2010!

pregramning

Patricia Canning & llarietta Zacker, Programming VP Co-Chairs

We are starting the school year with some great events for the whole
family. Please read the details below and save the dates. Topics of
discussion for future PTA meetings include: the technology available in
our school for children & parents and shaping the direction of the PTA.
So stay tuned!

Morning General PTA meeting at the BIG SCHOOL!

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 — 8:30-9:30am, South Mountain

Please join us for a panel discussion guided by Lynne Toye. Parents of
middle school students will join Lynne to share their experiences and
discuss ways to build a healthy relationship with your child’s teacher.

South Mountain Cares: Senior Appreciation

Sunday, January 24, 2010 —11:00am-12:00pm

On January 24th, 2010, South Mountain Cares (SMC) will once again visit
with the residents of Village Apartment, an independent retirement
community in South Orange. Children and their families will interact with

residents, play board games and share favorite art pieces, poems and other
keepsakes. Due to space restrictions, this is limited to the first nine families

that sign up. Other service-related opportunities are also being planned.
If you are interested, please email Kanani Briggs at skbriggsl@gmail.com.

A NIGHT OF THE SUPERSTARS — Family Roller Skating Night

Thursday, January 28, 2010 — 5:30-7:30pm, Florham Park Roller Rink
Please wear our school colors or your favorite South Mountain gear.
All children must be accompanied by an adult. Please RSVP to Wendy
Miller (wemiller5@aol.com) with name and grade of child(ren), name
of supervising adult and number of skate rentals needed.

Other Upcoming Events — SAVE THESE DATES as well...

Tuesday, February 24, 7:30pm — Evening General PTA Meeting -
Technology in Action

Thursday, March 18, 6:00pm — Story Telling Night — Come dressed in
your PJs to hear some of your favorite stories and discover new ones.

Peace in the new year for all,

ravtucia & Maswetta,

SPACES

87
A

<

ro fresh design ideas for every room

Affordable Home Design Solutions

Color Consults. Redesign. Accessorizing. Sourcing.
16 the Trade Discounts. No Job is too Small.

Karen Wolf | 973-220-217]1 | kbwolf@btweenspaces.com m SORE . e

advertising netes

NEW!

AND IMPROVED

Advertising Info

We have made changes to the advertising
section of the Superstar newsletter. The

PTA welcomes your personal or business ADs,
which are still subject to South Mountain
families only.

The new advertising rate card will be sent
upon request. For more information,
please contact Wendy Miller by email at:
wemiller5@aol.com

We are now offering a 10% discount for AD
placement in three or more issues, a 15%
discount for placement in six or more and a
20% discount for all issues of the newsletter.

For advertising information please contact:
Wendy Miller

email: wemiller5@aol.com

phone: (973) 761-6780

All checks should be made payable to:
SOUTH MOUNTAIN PTA

and sent to her home address:

Wendy Miller

183 Underhill Road

South Orange, NJ 07079

ADVERTISE!

30 words or less.

Digital PDF version will be in color.
Printed version will be in color for special

issues. Subject to change.

2009/2010 Rate Card is now available.

Email request to: wemillerS@aol.com

classifieds:

Advertising Policy

credits:

Design, Production,

Deadline: the 18th  Paper donated by

of the prior month William Kochi

when you wish KODE Associates, Inc.
your AD to appear. Printing by G
Contact Wendy KODE Press

Miller at:
(973) 761-6780 or
wemiller5@aol.com

(0
e ¢
South Mountain G

Families ONLY'! '



